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I - The Casino Marino was designed by Sir William Chambers as a pleasure villa for James Caulfeild, First Earl of Charlemont. Charlemont is known mainly as an important politician and Grand Tourist, but he was also a keen patron of the Arts and, in many important ways, an embodiment of Enlightenment ideals. 

He was a close friend of Edmund Burke and a colleague of David Hume, with whom he served in Turin. His relationship with Hume was not always pleasant using Hume’s good nature as the butt of many a joke. Whereas with Burke both men shared endless debates on the politics of revolution and the rich depths of classical art. With this in mind, the Casino Marino should be seen as a physical example of the aesthetic ambitions and ideals that were prominent at the time. 

The Casino is widely regarded as one of the finest neo-classical buildings in Europe. Casino, which literally means "small house", actually contains 16 finely decorated rooms, each endlessly rich in subtlety and design. The association of ancient with modern, of morbid with lively and of dark with light makes a visit to the Casino a succession of surprises as much as a rich resource of history from 18th century Ireland and some of its most intriguing figures.


The Casino is located at Marino, just off the Malahide Road and only three miles north of the centre of Dublin. A guided tour (of approximately 45-60 minutes) is available at a special discounted rate of 1.00 euro per person, once you mention you are with the Joint Session.

---------------

“We are standing in the historic council chamber of Saint Mary’s abbey where silken Thomas proclaimed himself a rebel in 1534. This is the most historic spot in all Dublin.”

(James Joyce, Ulysses)

II- St. Mary's Abbey is one of Dublin's best kept secrets. It was once the wealthiest Cistercian Abbey in Ireland. Today only two rooms remain - the Chapter House and the Slype. The Abbey, founded in 1139, played a large role in the affairs of the state until its dissolution by Henry VIII in 1539. It was in the Chapter House that "Silken" Thomas Fitzgerald started his unsuccessful rebellion in 1534 and it is in this context that the Abbey is mentioned in the "Wandering Rocks" chapter of Ulysses by James Joyce.

Today, unfortunately due to budget restrictions, the Abbey is closed to the general public. However, a guided tour (of approximately 30 minutes) can be provided, free of charge, for a group from the Joint Session. For more information on this please contact Stephen Cadwell stephen.cadwell@ucd.ie 

---------------

III- As a tour guide for the last ten years, I have had the opportunity to bring groups around Ireland and tell entertain them with the history of hundreds of interesting sites. However, I have never had the reason to organise a philosophically inspired tour. But given that the Joint Session shall see Dublin flooded with philosophers I have put together a walking tour that would be of particular interest to the philosophically minded, starting with Berkeley and ending with Wittgenstein the tour will try and explain the history of Ireland and the brief history of Irish philosophers all in just over an hour and a half. It will take the group from TCD to the Botanic Gardens and end in The Grave Diggers allowing anyone inclined the opportunity to sample some of Dublin’s finest Guinness. 

Duration

Location


Topic of Interest
10 minutes

Trinity Main Gate

Berkeley, Beckett

5 minutes
O’Connell Bridge
Joyce’s ‘The Dead’ and James 



Gandon, Georgian Dublin

15 minutes

O’Connell St.


Jim Larkin, The GPO, The Spire


Parnell Monument

10 minutes

Parnell Sq. 


Garden of Remembrance 


19 Bus Stop

15 minutes

19 Bus Route


O’Casey, Joyce, Lord Whitworth

45 minutes 

Botanic Gardens

Wittgenstein, the gardens walk

Free Time

The Grave Diggers

Glasnevin Cemetery and a 

nice pint!

Total Duration 100 minutes

Given the nature of the tour the groups would have to be kept small and, as mentioned elsewhere, Irish weather is unpredictable so rain jackets or umbrellas would be recommended. The tour will be free of charge but 1.60 euro would be needed for the Bus from Parnell Square to The Botanic Gardens. 

